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Saint Paul  Area Synod 

Spring 2022 
Volume  30 

 Number 3 

A communications link between the Synodical Women’s Organization & its women 

Our Mission 

To mobilize women to act boldly  
on their faith in Jesus Christ 

  

Purpose Statement 
As a community of women 
created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and                                                                                                                      
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and  
promote healing and wholeness  

in the church, 
the society, and 
the world. 
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Convention 2022 

Strength and Dignity  

without Fear 

It is hard to imagine that it 
has been three years since 
we last met in convention.  
The pandemic has wreaked 
havoc on so many plans.  
The wonderful convention 
that was planned for 2020 
never happened so we are 
going to try again.  We had 
planned for April 2nd, and 
now are planning for July 
16th.  It seems that the pan-
demic is finally losing its 
grip. We would like to be as 

safe as possible so women are able to attend without fear, as 
our theme states.    We have lots of good things planned.  
Learning sessions featuring an ELCA social statement on poli-
tics and Christianity, Cherish All Children and Days for Girls 
will be offered as well as a Racial Equity keynote address.  
Bishop Lull will offer the sermon for our worship time.  It is 
looking to be an incredible faith filled day with lots of fellowship 
and learning time as well. 

Elections will be held during plenary.  This year we also have 
to elect voting members to Triennial 2023!  Sounds like a busy 
plenary session.  Resolutions and the budget must also be 
passed.  We are planning only one plenary session this year, 
so there is not a lot of wiggle room in the planning for that. 

Please share this information with ladies in your groups, units, 
congregations, clusters, wherever you can.  This is an im-
portant convention as we endeavor to rebuild and reconnect 
after two years of isolation and fear.  We move forward by 
each of us taking first steps, but taking them together. 
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Tricia Niesche 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President  

  
 

Wow!  It is almost Spring!  We had planned to have an in person convention in April, but unforeseen 

conflicts for some of our speakers and the ongoing pandemic caused to board to change the date.  

The new date is July 16, 2022.  Bethesda Lutheran, Inver Grove Heights.  We are excited to present 

a varied program of learning sessions and speakers.  Laura Krueger will continue to be our church-

wide representative.  It is exciting to look forward to this time for the work of the body and the fun and 

fellowship of seeing friends that we may have not seen in over two years.  The opportunity to learn 

and grow together is so motivating.  As we continue to navigate the challenges of Covid-19, we also 

find our strength.  There are lots of things to discuss at convention.  How do we continue to “come 

back”, rebuild, move forward in light of all the changes that have happened in the organization, the 

church, and the world.  We are continuing to update our contact lists and are rolling a Bridges sub-

scription into the convention registration.  Everyone who attends convention will automatically get 

Bridges.  A digital copy of the newsletter is available for all who want it at no cost.  Hard copies 

mailed will require a subscription.  (Hint, have your church print the newsletter out for you if you don’t 

have access to printing it yourself.)  The exact  information has not yet been confirmed so watch for 

more information by convention time. 

 We are pleased that Bishop Lull will be joining us in person to preach during worship this year.  She 

has always graciously done the Bible Study for us, but this year we offered her a choice, sermon or 

Bible Study.  She chose to preach.  I am looking forward to her message.  Especially with our theme 

verse. 

Mid February brought a chance for us to gather via zoom for a three day leadership event.  This year 

leaders included presidents, executive board members, board members, and cluster leaders.  With 

the wide variety of leadership roles represented, the breakout groups were quite interesting.  We 

studied the book of Esther, learning what it means to be a servant leader.  We learned about a meth-

od for planning our way forward as an organization.  We discussed challenges our units, clusters, 

and synodical groups faced and brainstormed some ways to help each other.  One thing that stuck 

out for me was learning more about advocacy and the different advocate groups with whom we can 

partner.  There is so much wisdom in the leadership of Women of the ELCA.  Wisdom at every level.  

Also, there are amazing resources available on the website.  Please take time to explore these 

amazing, and free, resources. 

Don’t forget.  We have a Facebook page and a page on the synod website.  We try to get something 

new each week and certainly when there is news.  Check it out.  Engage with us and with your 

friends.  Just another way to connect.  Churchwide is sponsoring position specific trainings coming 

up in April and May.  Please check the website for dates and times! 

“She is clothed in strength and dignity and laughs  

without fear of the future.” 

 Proverbs 31:25 
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A Day for Making Comfort 
The last several years A Day for Making Comfort 
has been held on the 4

th
 Saturday of Janu-

ary.  This year of 2022 it will be held on Satur-
day, March 19, at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
in Stillwater (1616 W Olive St).  It is a day when 
women from throughout the Saint Paul Ar-
ea Synod gather to complete comforters to 
be given to those in need both locally and 
internationally.  No experience is need-
ed.  The time will be 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  Come for the whole time, for just an 
hour or for whatever amount of time works 
for you.  Bring a lunch if you will be there 
around noon.  Bring a friend and enjoy the fellow-
ship while making a difference in the world. 
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 What if  

By Carol Bidwell 

     In the fall of 2021, a group of concerned and 

dedicated South St Paul clergy met with Mayor 

James Francis and members of his staff and 

committed to reinstitute a SSP city-wide MLK Cel-

ebration and call it “What If”. 

    Why?  To take time to reflect on civil rights is-

sues in SSP, in our country and across the globe.  

The MLK Day not only honors the life and work of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but it encourages all 

Americans to volunteer to improve their communi-

ties. This holiday serves as an opportunity to edu-

cate and demand social justice in real and tangi-

ble ways for everyone. 

     This event reminds us of God’s call that all 

people are created equal and have value be-

cause we are all created in the image of God.  

The keynote speaker for this event was Rev. Oli-

ver White from Clark-Grace United Methodist 

Church in SSP.  During his address he encour-

aged us to ask the question what if.  What if all 

people were welcome?  What if we supported 

one another?  What if we stood up for those who 

are persecuted?  What if we treated racism as a 

threat to community safety?  What if we listened 

to the voices of those who are undervalued?  

These questions of what if and the theme of this 

event will remain at the center of community con-

versation in the year ahead. 

    You can listen to this MLK celebration at this 

link:    https://townsquaretv.granicus.com/player/

clip/15801?view_id=9&redirect=true       

     I am proud that the city of SSP wrote up a 

Proclamation for SSP Martin Luther King Jr. Day: 

      Whereas, the faith and civil leaders of SSP, 

in keeping with the inarguable principle of equal 

rights for all, collectively agree to oppose any 

manifestation of hatred and prejudice towards 

any group or individual in our community; 

     Whereas, the citizens of SSP, which involves 

a range of people from different social back-

grounds, cultures, ethnicities, ages and genders 

continue to find ways to gather that all can see 

gains in every direction; and 

     Whereas, the politics of division, isolation, and 

hate have no place in our community; and 

     Whereas, in going forward, the faith and civic 

leaders of SSP have pledged to meet regularly to 

discuss ways in which our community will contin-

ue to grow and honor the humanity and dignity of 

every person, and ensure that they are nurtured, 

preserved, and respected; and 

     Whereas, SSP strives to be the gateway city 

that unhesitatingly proclaims and recognizes the 

worth of every human being and the universality 

of all our brothers and sisters; and 

     Whereas, if we continue to march in the foot-

steps of Martin Luther King, who looked beyond 

social ugliness to a society where the sacred civil 

rights of every citizen were preserved, then we, 

the people of SSP, MN, will lead the world closer 

to his dream of a “Beloved City” 

     Now, Therefore, on the day of January 17, 

2022, I, James P. Francis Mayor of SSP, have 

the distinct honor of proclaiming today, January 

17, 2022, Martin Luther King Jr. day in SSP, kick-

ing off a series of community conversations with 

the theme of “What If” uniting the community as 

one. 

      I am so proud that my church (Luther Memori-

al Church in SSP) and my Pastor Patrick Joiner 

hosted this first event for 2022. 

    Those that also were part of the celebration: 

Pastor Marjorie Stewart-Church Wherever, Pastor 

Ray Valenzuela-Seventh Day Adventist Church, 

Brad Miller & Mike Sabbann-Wakota Ridge Cam-

pus-Woodbury Lutheran Church, SSP Varsity 

Singers, students from SSP Black Pride, artist 

Ray Aaron, Jr did the cover photo, Dr Suzanne 

Hansen, Kwesi Pasley-Director of Music-Luther 

Memorial Church and TownSquareTV. 
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Strong and Respected Women 

When I heard from Tricia that your theme for the Spring Synodical Convention was based on Prov-

erbs 31:25, I thought “how perfectly fitting”. I read all of Proverbs 31, picking out verses like “Speak 

up for people who cannot speak for themselves. Protect the rights of all who are helpless.” v.8 In 

our work together with Cherish All Children, we speak up for the vulnerable, we work to protect 

children and youth from unspeakable harm. “She is a hard worker, strong and industrious.” v.17 

Women like all of you have been the driving force behind getting the messages and the work of 

Cherish All Children into your churches spanning two decades now.  

And your key verse, “She is strong and respected and not afraid of the future.” This verse reminds 

me of a teenage girl in one of our Confirmation class sessions. We had watched a video called 

“Your photo fate” and then asked the youth to write in their guide what they would say to someone 

asking them to share a nude photo over social media or direct messaging. This young girl strongly 

answered, “Just a minute, let me check with my Dad!” And then she blocked the person. She 

showed strength and a lack of fear to this predator.  

I’m looking forward to joining you all in July to share our new resources for churches, especially 

our Safe & Healthy Relationships Youth Guide. This is a free, downloadable resource for churches 

to use with middle school and high school youth. We’re also continuing to educate adults – par-

ents, grandparents, and all who interact with young people – sharing all the ways we can make an 

impact in everyday life to keep youth safe and help them to grow into healthy relationships.  

Strong and respected women – YOU are continuing to raise up the importance of protecting chil-

dren from harm and cherishing them as God’s most precious gifts. 

Thank you for partnering together to raise healthy generations! 

Joy McElroy 

Joy.mcelroy@cherishallchildren.org  

 

   

https://www.lssmn.org/services/youth/education/cherish-all-children/churches/safe-healthy-relationships-guides
mailto:Joy.mcelroy@cherishallchildren.org


6 

 

2021—2022  Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 

Executive Board Members 

President  

Tricia Niesche  

612-281-7497  

tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)   

Vice President  

Dawn Sargent  

651-455-1616 

j_and_d_sargent@msn.com 

Bethesda, Inver Grove (SE) 

Secretary  

Melissa Struve  

651-492-8538 (c) 

missystruve@gmail.com 

Gloria Dei, St. Paul   (SC) 

Treasurer   

Karen Seaver 
651-213-3298   
Seaver.karen@gmail.com 
Trinity, Lindstrom (N) 

Board Members  

Irene Hogetvedt  

320-808-4602 (c) 

ireneandglennh@gmail.com  

All Saints, Cottage Grove (S) 
 

Carol Bidwell   

651-455-3441  

bidwellc846@gmail.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul (SE) 

 

Lynn Boogren  

651-245-7837  

lynn.boogren@gmail.com 

Arlington Hills, St. Paul 

 

Diane Keller 

651-437-2849 

rdkeller5@gmail.com 

St. Phillip’s, Hastings (S)  
 

Pamela Larson 

612-859-9616 

pamelalarson135@gmail.com  

Gloria Dei, St Paul (SC) 
 

Esther Tatley 

651-490-5850 

hetatley@msn.com 

Prince of Peace, Roseville (NC) 

 

Wanda Hurtgen  

651-770-1905  

wandahurtgen@gmail.com 

St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  

Communication Coordinator   

 

Becky Maier  

651-271-3758 

jbmaier@hotmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  

Guatemala   

 

Lynette Zika  

651-642-1691 

 jlz1122@prodigy.net  

Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  

Racial Justice Advocate   

 

Carolyn Sampson  

651-470-3937  

cafsampson@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Valley/Apple Valley(S)   

Racial Justice Advocate  
 

Barb Greaves  

651-578-7916  

greavesbarbara531@gmail.com 

Grace, St. Paul (SC)  

Historian  

 

Cluster Leaders  

North Cluster  

Carol Johnson  

651-257-5918  

jlakehome1@frontiernet.net  

Trinity/Lindstrom 

 

North Central Cluster  

Lu Zibell     

651-697-2391 

luellazibell@gmail.com 

Church of the Resurrection/Roseville   

   

East Central Cluster  

Jackie Boorman   

651-436-5430  

jjboorman@live.com  

Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  
 

Linda Kapaun    

651/777-8580   

kapaun6580@msn.com  

St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  

 

South Central Cluster  

Joy Albrecht    

651-644-8833  

joy_a@juno.com  

St Anthony Park/  St Paul 
 

  

Sue Long  

651-331-1015 

rd.sa1720@gmail.com  

Gloria Dei, St. Paul  

  

South East Cluster  

Linda Hanson  

651-287-5997  

lindalou.hanson@gmail.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul   

 

Naomi Dorau   

651-451-8126  

Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  

 

Dannielle Coursolle    
651-465-1616 
dannielle_coursolle@hotmail.com 

Bethesda, Inver Grove Hgts    
 

South Cluster  

Darla Kimmes   

651-437-6018  

dakimmes@embarqmail.com  

St. Phillips, Hastings  

 

Robin Kieffer    

651-216-3611  

rlkieffer60@gmail.com 

Easter,  Eagan Cluster Key:    

(N) North     (NC) North Central        (S) South       

(EC) East Central      (SE) South East  (SC) South Central 

Non-Board   

Lois Berg  

651-275-3520 

lois_berg@comcast.net  

Christ the King, New Brighton 

(NC)  

Information Coordinator   

mailto:karen@gmail.com
mailto:ireneandglennh@gmail.com
mailto:rdkeller5@gmail.com
mailto:pamelalarson135@gmail.com
mailto:dannielle_coursolle@hotmail.com
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To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $6.00/year and this form  

to:  Lois Berg, 5590 Norwich Parkway #108, Oak Park Heights MN 55082 .     

For more information call Lois at 651-275-3520 or lois_berg@comcast.net        

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________  

Congregation/City _______________________________________________________________________  

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $6.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s)  

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ___________________   Email ______________________  

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.                                          

Checks should be made payable to:  W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod  

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted! 

Communications Coordinator Email blasts, Bridges mailings and convention 

mailings.  Wanda Hurtgen and Lois Berg have served faithfully in this ministry for 

years and are both looking to step down.  Please consider serving in this way. 

Bridges editor  We have been without an editor for several years.  It is pub-

lished quarterly and the board plus various other contributors do the writing.  It 

requires someone who likes the puzzle of lay-out and design.  Please prayerfully 

consider this position for yourself or someone you know.   

Women to serve on the board  We are gearing up for convention and looking 

for people to run for the board.   

Historian  Barb Greaves has been our historian.  She is no longer able to fulfill 

this role.  This job involves keeping photographic and written history for the SWO 
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U. S. Postage 
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Saint Paul Area Synod  
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church  

in America.  
105 University Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55103-2094 
 

Return Service Requested 

Bridges is emailed as a PDF file to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod.  
Please encourage your church to post or link it to their website, and share with other women in your church.  

If the email is not being received, or another address should be used, please contact Tricia Niesche  
tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

Thank you to the Saint Paul Area Synod Office for providing this service to us!  

 
Bridges is published four times a year.  

Information for the Spring 2022 issue must be submitted by 
May 15, 2022.  

Send Bridges articles via e-mail to:  Tricia Niesche 
tricia.niesche@gmail.com 

 

For subscription information contact:  
Lois Berg 5590 Norwich Parkway #108, Oak Park Heights, MN 55082  

lois_berg@comcast.net  
 

Calendar of Events 

Mark  

your  

calendar 

Saturday, March 19, 2022  Our Savior’s Lutheran, Stillwater 

A Day for Making Comfort 

Saturday, July 16th, 2022 CONVENTION 

“She is clothed in strength and dignity and laughs without fear of 

the future.” Proverbs 31:25 


