
This summer, both Pastor Bradley and Youth Ministry Directory Kate LeClair
will take sabbaticals. Below is information about their plans.

Youth Ministry Director Sabbatical

Our Youth Ministry Director Katie LeClair will travel to Guatemala during May for language
immersion in San Pedro La Laguna (on the shores of beautiful Lake Atitlan), where she’ll
take courses at Orbita Spanish School, using their home-stay option to live with a local
Mayan family. Her partner, Kelly, also on sabbatical from her church in Edina for the same
time, will travel with Katie. During June and July, Katie will be back home volunteering with
local organizations who support Food Justice.

This Sunday, May 1, during worship we will include a Sending Rite for Katie. We invite
you to be with us in prayer then, and to hold Katie in your prayers throughout the summer.

Pastor Bradley's Sabbatical

Friends in Christ Jesus,

In the middle of June, I will celebrate my 10th anniversary at Gloria Dei. I can hardly
believe the time has gone so fast. As you may know, I was scheduled to take a sabbatical
in 2020. After two cancellations, the time has come. I’m planning my three-month
sabbatical, beginning on Monday, May 16, returning for worship on Aug. 21. Thank you to
our leadership and congregation council for adopting the sabbatical policy and
encouraging us to take it.

I received a grant from the Lilly Foundation’s Clergy Renewal program that will fund me
and the church to “Walk in Beauty,” the title of my proposal. For the first part of the
sabbatical, I’m going to walk the 500 miles of the Camino de Santiago in Spain, an ancient
pilgrimage route that ends at the cathedral in Santiago de Compostela where the bones of
St. James are buried. I walked part of this deeply spiritual path in 2008 and have longed to
go back ever since. I’m nervous about the amount of walking—about 15 – 20 miles per
day—but I’m looking forward to the physical, emotional and spiritual challenge of it all. I
expect to learn a lot about myself and what God may be up to in the background of my life.
I was told the first time I walked a piece of the Camino, “Sometimes you don’t know exactly
why you’re walking until you get some miles under your boots.” Darin will join me in
Santiago, and we will spend a week reconnecting (and resting my feet) in Portugal.

For the second part, I’m going to enjoy a glorious summer in Minnesota, doing many of the
activities I don’t get to do very often because of our full church schedule, which include
many evening meetings. Darin and I plan to walk around the lakes, bike, canoe, sit in the
backyard around the fire pit, and invite friends over for meals and conversations.

For the last part of the sabbatical, Darin and I will travel to Cusco, Peru, to hike part of the
Inca Trail, culminating at Machu Picchu, the stunning ruins of Inca culture. We plan to
learn about Inca spirituality, as well as the history of conquest that devastated an entire



culture but left a heritage in the people of Peru. We’re grateful to do this part of the
sabbatical together.

A significant portion of the grant money comes back to Gloria Dei to support pastoral
ministry while I’m gone. Pastor Lois has agreed to work full time during June. Pastor Javen
will take on many of my administrative and supervisory responsibilities. Pastor Ann
Bergstrom, member and former visitation pastor at Gloria Dei, will assist with visitation,
pastoral care and funerals. I thank them in advance, along with the rest of the staff, for
picking up extra ministry work.

I’ll invite all of you to walk with me through the summer in your own plans, noting places of
spirituality and beauty that you come across in these beautiful months of the year. I hope
that we’ll share together a renewed sense of God’s presence in creation, in our bodies,
and in the people we meet.

Walking in beauty,

Pastor Bradley E. Schmeling

Walk in Beauty

During the summer, we invite you to join Pastor Bradley to “walk in beauty.” He will walk in
Spain. We will walk in our neighborhoods, on vacations, in the communities around us.
Parish Nurse Jill Stewart will lead our Walking Club with a way for us to connect and share
our walks. Clay tokens of blessing will be available to pick up at church for you to then
leave behind on a walk or hike when you notice a special place of beauty and wonder. We
will make these clay tokens together on May 1 and 15 after the worship services, and
throughout the summer as needed.

May 1, Sending Rite for Katie LeClair during worship. Make clay tokens after
worship. services.

May 15, Sending Rite for Pastor Bradley during worship, with a reception
throughout the morning in Fellowship Hall. Make clay tokens after worship services.

May 16, Gloria Dei Walking Club begins with the theme Walk in Beauty. Parish
Nurse Jill Stewart will provide more details soon.

Summer Guest Preaching Schedule

Pastor Bradley’s grant from the Lilly Foundation provided funds for a diverse community of
preachers at Gloria Dei this summer.

May 22: Rev. Jodi Hogue, Pastor, Humble Walk, St. Paul 
June 12: Rev. Michael Burk, Retired Bishop, Southeast Iowa Synod, Former
Director of Worship, ELCA
June 19: Rev. Kelly Chatman, Executive Director, for Redeemer Center for Life,
Minneapolis; Advisor to Bishop for Minneapolis Area Synod
July 10: to be announced
July 24: to be announced
July 31: Rev. Ann Bergstrom, Former Visitation Pastor, Gloria Dei
Aug. 14: Rev. Angela Khabeb, Pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
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Gloria Dei is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation
Bible readings for this Sunday

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Friday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Call our phone number above to reach staff.
Select option "2" for the on-call pastor.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/gdlcyouthmin
https://twitter.com/gdlcyouth
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUElq_6J_z5g3sd8CSRL2cw
http://www.gloriadeistpaul.org/about-us/congregation/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/

