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Welcome to worship on the 9th Sunday of the Renovation

Each week, along with the appropriate liturgical title, we name the reality of a church
under construction. We’re living through a liminal time, a threshold time, saying goodbye
to some patterns and structures so that we can welcome new patterns and new
structures. Joy and grief all mixed together. This time of renovation feels like Advent.
We’re waiting for the completion of a timeline. The good news is that we’re on track. Our
waiting is filled with hope and excitement. Christ will be born anew, and we will be ready.

Construction

The foundations have been strengthened and the existing beams and columns scanned
for needed reinforcement. The steel has been ordered as needed for the kitchen and
Fellowship Hall ceiling to support the new chancel platform. Some demolition has begun in
the Sanctuary to prepare for the removal of the columns, and to prepare for installation of
the new chancel choir risers and the new pipe organ. Marble has been removed from the
high altar for reuse or repurposing elsewhere. The construction goal is to finish work in the
lower level in January so that the contractor can turn back the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
for use by the church.

Sanctuary floor prior to excavation. Chancel floor open to the kitchen below.

https://www.riseochurch.info/about


Pulpit ready to be moved. Removal of marble for reuse or repurposing.

Schedule

At this point we remain on schedule. There is potential schedule risk in the length of time
to get steel. The ordering of steel is more complicated than most projects because
everything needs to be demolished (opened up) and field measured before steel can be
ordered. Anything we can order early and store on-site we are doing to avoid any potential
“supply chain” issues.

Financial Update

We are on budget at this time. The construction budget remains in very good shape. We
have spent just under $970,000 to date. Budget risks: We have rebid the AV-sound
component and expect to get closer to budget there once we finalize the bid review. The
video system elements have not yet been bid so budget risk remains there. The liturgical
furniture is not yet complete in its design nor is it bid so that remains a budget risk area as
well. This is all a regular part of the development and planning of the project. We hope to
have all the final numbers sometime after the first of the year. We expect that it will all be
fairly close to the original projections, with some possible increases for technology.
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Bible readings for this Sunday

Limited office hours.

Call our phone number above to reach staff.
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