Parish Announcements
January 8, 2023
Renewed Sanctuary, Renewed Participation.
Have you ever wondered during a service, “How did
they know when to do that?” Or “Who decides who
stands where?” Or “How can I be part of the
service?” This Sunday's Forum meets in our
beautiful new sanctuary to hear from members of
the worship committee on what plans and
procedures are made for each Sunday morning
service. They’ll give you chances to see behind the
scenes, and help you consider ways you might join
in preparing each Sunday’s worship service. It all
starts at 9:30 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion
Each Sunday
at 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.
(10:45 a.m. live on YouTube)

Welcome to Worship at Gloria Dei!
As we worship together in the church, know
that we are delighted you are here. We gather
in both the church and online, one community
in different places. We celebrate the gift of
community and our mission to be a
congregation that cares, heals, welcomes and
does justice. .
Health and Safety at Gloria Dei. Masks ar e
optional. In 2021, Gloria Dei installed an
ionizer in the air handling system to scrub the
air of virus and pathogens and fully refresh
the air in the building every 45 minutes. If you
or anyone in your household doesn’t feel well
or has been exposed to COVID, or are not as
fully vaccinated as possible, please choose to
stay home and worship with us online.

Worship and Music
Rise, O Church Dedication. What comes after
completing a big project? A big celebration, of
course! The first of many special services, events
and concerts to commemorate the completion of the
Rise, O Church sanctuary renewal and new organ
installation project will be a special Liturgy of
Dedication at Sunday services on January 29. The
liturgy will include special sections to bless each of
the improved worship spaces. Also, between
services there will be a program to recognize and
thank the various contractors and organizations that
did the hard work of making the project's dreams
become reality. Over the coming six months there
will also be an organ dedication concert, other
concerts by visiting musicians and public programs.
You can find the full details at tinyurl.com/riseo23.

Faith Formation
Gather Us In: Renovated Sanctuary, Renewed
Participation. Have you ever wonder ed dur ing a
service, “How did they know when to do that?” Or
“Who decides who stands where?” Or “How can I
be part of the service?” Today’s Forum meets in our
beautiful new sanctuary to hear from members of
the Worship Committee on what plans and
procedures are made for each Sunday morning
service. They’ll give you chances to see behind the
scenes and help you consider ways you might join in

preparing each Sunday’s worship service. It all
starts at 9:30 a.m.
Our next Baptism Workshop is on Satur day,
Jan. 14, from 9-10 a.m. If you are preparing for
a baptism, we ask all parents (members and nonmembers) to attend a Baptism Orientation
Workshop (on Zoom) before the child's baptism.
To register go to gloriadeistpaul.wufoo.com/
forms/baptism-orientation-registration/.
Contact the church office (651-699-1378) to
schedule the baptism.
Are you new to Gloria Dei? Have you been
thinking about becoming a member of the
church? We invite you to a New Member Class
on Tuesday, January 24, 6-7:30 p.m. in the
Mississippi Room. We’ll talk about Gloria
Dei—our mission and ministry, what we stand
for, and ways to get involved, if you choose.
New members will be welcomed in worship on
Sunday, February 5. Contact Pastor Javen at
prjaven@gloriadeistpaul.org to RSVP or for
more information.
We all have a story to share. At the J an. 15
Sunday Forum, join Gloria Dei member
Gretchen Sage Martinson for a presentation of
Story Telling Cohort: Sharing a Life Narrative
as she helps us explore the stories of our lives
and how we can share them with the world
around us. Gretchen, a long-time English teacher
who has been trained by The Moth, has led
storytelling slams at women’s retreats and once
ventured onto the stage at a Moth event in St.
Paul. (After which she broke out in hives!)
She’ll introduce us to the art of story telling, and
help us find ways to elicit great stories from
others close to us. Those who are intrigued may
be interested in signing up for her workshop
later in the winter. The Sunday Forum will be at
9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Learn more about
other upcoming Sunday Forums at
www.gloriadeistpaul.org/upcoming-forums/.
Writing is a way to reflect on your life stor y
and to deepen your awareness of God. At Gloria
Dei’s “In Your Own Words, Contemplative
Writing as a Spiritual Practice” you can join

with others to write and, if you wish, to share your
words. Come to write, to reflect, to listen with the
ears of your heart. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. to noon,
in Room 109. Led by Nancy Agneberg, writer,
spiritual director, and member of Gloria Dei. Free
and open to all, regardless of writing experience.
E-mail Nancy at nagneberg48@gmail.com with
questions or to register or call her at 608-698-8100.
Summer Youth Trips. Hey youth! If the snowy
weather this month has you dreaming of summer,
consider registering for one of our summer service
learning trips! Grades 7-12: there are still a few
spots left going to Asheville, North Carolina, from
July 29 to August 6. We’ll be doing an epic road
trip, serving with friends from Pilgrim and
Immanuel Lutheran Churches all week long. Those
in grade 10 through college (and older), there are
also a few spots left on our July 14-23 Guatemala
adventure. Please register with your deposit this
week! For more information on either trip go to
gloriadeistpaul.org/youth-trips-summer-2023/.

Stewardship and Giving
This month's Second Offering collection on
Sunday will go to our global mission partners in
Guatemala and Tanzania. Any time before the end
of the month, you can give online at tinyurl.com/
globalmission23 or mail a check to the church
office with "Second Offering" in the memo line to
support these programs.
Stock Donation Reminders. The chur ch has
recently received many stock gifts and is extremely
grateful for these donations. When we receive these
gifts from the brokers, we do not get the name of
the persons giving the gift. If you have given a
stock donation or are going to give stock, we would
really appreciate follow-up information including:
* Name of giver
* Date of transfer
* Name of stock
* Number of shares
* Where you would like the donation to go to:
Operating, Capital, Rise, O Church etc.
You can email your information to
beverly@gloriadeistpaul.org.
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Options for Giving to Gloria Dei: Your
generosity blesses and enriches Gloria Dei’s work
and ministries of love, welcome, care, healing and
justice. We have multiple options for giving as you
are able:
 Electronically through Vanco Payments, a
third-party website (tinyurl.com/gdvanco).
We recently updated the look of the form
you use to share giving and payments.
 Vanco Mobile App, a third party (bit.ly/
VancoMobileChange), or by text to 651-4008624 with the amount (example: 25).
 Share it in the offering plates during in-person
worship.
 Mail your offering to the church office at 700
Snelling Ave. S., Saint Paul, MN 55116. Note
on the memo line if you’d like to designate
your gift for a specific fund.

Health and Healing
It’s Epiphany Winter Wellness Time. Epiphany
is about something new being revealed or
discovered. Join our Epiphany winter wellness
challenge and find ideas for better health and
wellbeing every week.
Week 1 Discovery: The Magi discover ed the new
king Jesus... in a manger! Life is full of unexpected
twists and turns that can affect our health and
wellness in different ways. As you may discover,
we can’t control everything related to our health but
there are many things we can do to improve wellbeing no matter where we find ourselves when we
start out. To join the winter wellness challenge,
contact parish nurse Jill Stewart by calling 651-6991378 extension 3031 or by emailing
nurse@gloriadeistpaul.org. This week, recognize
your starting point and where you would like to go.
What are your goals? Go to tinyurl.com/
wellness1823 to learn the importance of knowing
your family's health history.

Social Justice and Outreach
Thanks to all who shared the Chr istmas spir it
with the Rojas family (our Peruvian asylum seekers
living in room 99), making their first Christmas at
Gloria Dei special. Thank you, too, for your

ongoing love and hospitality. During winter break,
Stephanie, Luis and Sebastian were kept busy with
a variety of activities, from sledding and
bookmaking to swimming, going to the theatre,
and enjoying invitations for playdates and meals.
Despite the bitter cold, they have come to like
winter in Minnesota, even though the Peruvian
tradition is to go to the beach on Christmas Day!
A special thanks to the Gloria Dei staff for their
help in making the church feel like home for our
guests
ISAIAH Preparing for Legislative Session.
Given the results of this year's elections, the 2023
legislative session will provide a historic
opportunity to take action on ISAIAH's Faith
Agenda, which aims to create a more just and
caring Minnesota. In January, there will be events
launching legislative campaigns around several
issues: driver's licenses for all, pro-democracy
reforms, paid family and medical leave, climate
action, expanding MinnesotaCare, and affordable
childcare. For more information about each of
these events, visit tinyurl.com/
ISAIAH2023Launches or email
prjaven@gloriadeistpaul.org.

Community
Many Ways to Engage with Gloria Dei In
addition to other activities mentioned here, please
join Gloria Dei friends in one of these
opportunities:






Men’s Book Group meets monthly on a
Saturday at 8:30 a.m. Find the meeting dates
and book list on our website. Contact John
Stendahl with questions.
Growing Stronger Fitness Group meets on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9-10 a.m. in
the Gym. This class uses light hand weights
(provided), movement and stretching. Please
contact Parish Nurse Jill Stewart to register.
No cost to attend.
Gloria Dei Quilters meet weekly on
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon in Room 100 at
the church, with coffee at 10:30 a.m. No
sewing skills necessary; everyone welcome.
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St. Paul Grief Cohort meets on the fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For more
information, contact Danica Goshert.
Soul Food meets on Wednesday mornings,
9:30 – 11, discussing books from a faith
perspective. See more information on our
website, and contact Pastor Lois Pallmeyer to
be included.
Prayerful Knitters meet the fir st Thur sday
of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Gallery;
email Paula Hutchinson for details.
Faith & Science meets on the fourth Thursday
of the month. Contact Ron Felt for more
information.
Good News 4U Bible Study on Mondays at
10 a.m. in the church. Contact Miles
Renaas with questions.
Yogadevotion, stretches out on Tuesday
evenings from 6-7 p.m. Descriptions of the
classes are available on the Yogadevotion
website. Click here to register.
In Your Own Words, Contemplative
Writing as a Spiritual Practice meets ever y
Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to noon in Room
109. Led by Nancy Agneberg, writer, spiritual
director, and member of Gloria Dei.
20s and 30s – Young adults meet for
fellowship and community building, normally
once a month outside of Gloria Dei. Send a
note to 20s-30s@gloriadeistpaul.org for more
information.
Volunteer Ministry Opportunities Review
all the volunteer ministry opportunities
avialble at Gloria Dei and let us know how you
might like to be involved by visiting
gloriadeistpaul.org/volunteer

Submit Gloria Dei news and events by noon on
Mondays Please use the online for m at
gloriadeistpaul.org/News. Your submission goes
to the communications staff.
Reserve a room for a Gloria Dei-sponsored
meeting or event thr ough this online for m:
bit.ly/RoomRequestGDLC. Your submission goes
to the office staff. If you have any questions,
please contact Office Coordinator Karen Earhuff
(office@gloriadeistpaul.org).
Holiday office hours, deadlines. The Glor ia Dei
office will be closed Monday in observance of the
federal New Year’s. The next deadline for Gloria
Dei news items for the eNews and Parish
Announcements is noon, Tuesday, Jan. 3.

Gloria Dei News To r eceive our weekly eNews
email and other emails, please contact the church
office (office@gloriadeistpaul.org). You can also
visit our website for news and other messages
about our ministries and program
(gloriadeistpaul.org/news).
To receive our weekly prayer list email, please
sign up online (bit.ly/PrayerListEmail). On Friday
mornings, you’ll receive an email that lists our
brothers and sisters who have requested our
prayers. You can opt out at any time.
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Mission Statement
By God’s grace, we are called to be a caring, healing and
welcoming community who proclaim and celebrate the
love of Jesus Christ, live as God’s servants and seek
justice for all people.

Our Guiding Principles







Rooted in Christ, we worship with meaning and
relevance.
Rooted in Generosity, we share our resources and
our building.
Rooted in Compassion, we serve and advocate.
Rooted in Justice, we acknowledge privilege and
combat racism.
Rooted in Love, we build intentional and diverse
relationships.
Rooted in Beauty, we seek transformation through
music and art.

Gloria Dei Staff
Pastor Bradley E. Schmeling, Senior Pastor
Pastor Javen Swanson, Associate Pastor
Pastor Lois Pallmeyer, Associate Pastor
Kyrstin Schwartz, Children’s Ministry Director
Katie LeClair, Youth Ministry Director
Timothy Strand, Music Director
Paul Damico-Carper, Worship Production &
Assistant Music Director
Jill Stewart, Parish Nurse
Beverly Sargent, Finance & Administration
Director
Thor Carlson, Communications and Technology
Coordinator
Karen Earhuff, Office Coordinator
Jazz Vogel, Bookkeeper
Clayton Gardner, Building Supervisor
Johnny Alexander, Custodian
Pierce Campbell, Custodian

Contact Us
651-699-1378
700 Snelling Ave. S.
Saint Paul, MN 55116
office@gloriadeistpaul.org
www.GloriaDeiStPaul.org

Welcome Statement
All are welcome at Gloria Dei. We rejoice that diversity
has enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and
ministry we share as members of the body of Christ and
workers in the kingdom of God. We believe that the
gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity,
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, family configuration or
relationship status, socio-economic status, mental health
status, or physical or mental abilities. We strive to be a
more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know that
the world is often an unloving place and that the
experience of alienation is all too common. To those who
have felt excluded here or elsewhere, we extend a
particular welcome in Christ’s love.

Land Acknowledgment Statement
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church recognizes that its building
stands on traditional Dakota land near
Bdote Mni Sota, the confluence of the Minnesota and
Mississippi rivers, the center of creation for Dakota
people and also sacred to Ojibwe. The congregation
acknowledges that this land was taken from Indigenous
people by exploitation and violence. Given the deep
significance of this sacred ground, as well as its painful
history, the congregation recognizes its responsibility to
use this land, its building and mission for the work of
reconciliation and healing with Native people. The
congregation repents of this injustice that continues to
harm Native communities and pledges to work for
justice, peace and the wellbeing of all creation.

Let the Children Come
Children are the church of the present and the future, and
Gloria Dei welcomes them in worship along with their
giggles, wiggles and questions. They learn to worship as
they see, hear, feel and even smell the Sanctuary during
worship. They learn about worship when they watch
their household and others sing, pray, participate and
give offerings. They learn about community when we
smile at them, learn their names and share the Peace of
the Lord. We invite you to share our Worship Activity
Bags Center with them (just outside the Narthex). When
they need a bit more space, we provide a coloring table
and toys in the Gathering Place where the worship
service shows on an LED screen. Our Nursery is
available to use during worship (ushers can help you find
it).
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