
Message from Pastor Bradley 

COVID Restrictions Lift and Worship Changes
Beginning in July

Beloved Friends,

The church council voted to remove all COVID restrictions at Gloria Dei on July 1. I’m
grateful that there is progress against the COVID virus in Minnesota. Infection rates and
hospitalizations have dropped. Vaccine rates continue to rise, with Twin Cities’ counties
among the higher percentages. The state has relaxed almost all requirements. Of those
registering for worship at Gloria Dei the last few weeks, every adult has reported they are
vaccinated. Gloria Dei installed an ionizer in the air handling system to scrub the air of
virus and pathogens and fully refresh the air in the building every 45 minutes.

I know that we’re all negotiating our return to normal life in different ways. Some of us are
still nervous about crowds. Families at Gloria Dei, in particular, face larger challenges
because young children cannot be vaccinated yet. Our prayers remain with those who are
struggling with difficult decisions about returning to typical summer activities, with many
making the choice to continue to isolate in smaller groups. We recognize the toll this
takes, especially after a difficult school year. 

When we return to worship on July 4 with no masking or distance requirements, we ask
everyone to pay attention to those who still choose to wear masks and keep distance. We
should respect and notice boundaries. We can continue our mission to care and heal by
respecting all choices.  

What Worship at Gloria Dei will Look Like Beginning in July

We will have one in-person worship service at 9:30 a.m. on July 4 (plus the 9:30 a.m.
online option). We will have two in-person services each Sunday, beginning July 11, at
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., with an online worship option that will permanently continue.
The online worship service time will change to 10:45 a.m. and will be a live YouTube
broadcast of the service in the sanctuary. This allows us all to share one worship service,
whether from home or in the sanctuary. The YouTube version will be also be available
after it is broadcast.

Sunday July 4

One in-person service at 9:30 a.m.
with Holy Communion and singing.
And one online service at 9:30 a.m.
on YouTube (like we've done
throughout the pandemic) .
No registration for in-person
worship.
Nursery will be open but not staffed
until the fall.

Sunday July 11 and beyond

Two in-person services with Holy
Communion and singing at 8:15
a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
One online service at 10:45 a.m.,
which will be a live broadcast of the
service in the Sanctuary to view on
YouTube.
Nursery will be open but not staffed
until the fall.



We give thanks to God for the gift of science, for creating minds that can develop
vaccines, and for imaginations that can invent new ways of being community. It will take all
of us together to rebuild our congregational life after this year apart. Because God gave us
what we needed during the pandemic, we have faith that God will continue to provide for
us as we go forward. There is uncertainty and change ahead, but God’s love is certainly
the constant and will be our hope and our inspiration. Thank you so much for your prayers,
your care for the staff, and your deep love and generosity with one another.

Peace,

Pastor Bradley E. Schmeling
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