
Serving 

Others 
A Bible Study for groups or households 

Purpose: When we serve others, we give them opportunities to experience God’s love for them through us. 

Meeting the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the people around us draws us together in community 

and with God. 

Thoughts for Leaders: Have you ever had a friend, family member, or co-worker serve you? Not the simple 

“hey, here is your hot dog” kind of service; but the “here, let me carry this burden for a while” kind. Read 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. Part of being in relationship with others is serving them, and allowing them to serve you. 

Does your group of friends know about your needs? Have you shared with them the places you are struggling? 

Invite and allow them to help you. Allow them to be blessed by serving you. Share your needs with them.  

WELCOME THEM IN 

Opening Option 1: Begin by offering a personal story from your life when a 

person served you and what that was like for you. How did it feel, needing the 

help of another? Maybe someone gave you a loan to pay bills or watched your 

kids for a week so you could go on a second honeymoon. Then, ask students to 

discuss a time when someone served them. Ask them to share their feelings. 

Opening Option 2: Do the activity in Option 1, only ask participants to draw out 

a cartoon story of their being-served experience and share with the group. 

Opening Prayer: God of abundance and love, we thank you for others who 

serve us and help inspire us to serve others. Thank you for your grace and 

mercy. Help us touch the lives of others with your love. Amen. 

EQUIP THE DISCIPLES 

Lay out paper on your paper, and make three lists: 

Family   Friends   School 



Invite participants to list the needs of people in each of these areas. What are 

some of the things adults, peers or siblings need help with or struggle to do on 

their own?   

Ask: What are the ways you could serve others in these areas. Remember, 

service is not doing what is required of you, that is called a job. Service is what 

we do in response to the needs around us. Service can be giving time, energy, 

skill, money or other resources. 

Read James 2:14-26 out loud together. Leaders, please make certain that your 

group understands that we do not serve others to earn points with God, or to 

earn our way into heaven. Instead, we serve out of response to the amazing 

gift of grace God pours out on us through Jesus Christ. 

 What does this mean for your life this week and month? 

 

 Why would it take faith to serve others? Don’t people who don’t 

believe in God also serve others? Serving done in Jesus’ name bears 

fruit that will impact people for eternity. It takes faith to believe that 

what we do for God really matters and can change more than just 

people’s circumstances, it can change the course of their life! 

 

 How do you feel if you see the needs of the world so great, so many 

starving people, or so much poverty, what can one person do? Just 

like a pebble causes ripples when you drop it in the lake, each 

person’s actions affect others. When groups serve together, there is 

even more impact. 

 

 If it’s only about belief, like Abraham did, why should we serve? (v. 23) 

The two go hand in hand. Abraham then lived a life of faith that 

showed his belief in God was real. 

 

 Tell about some times that you, your friends, our church, our country 

or our society sent people away without meeting any of the real needs 

they had? 

 

 When are some times that you, your friends, our church, our country 

or our society has met the real needs that people had? 

 



Now read Luke 22:24-27 together out loud.  Jesus is at the last supper with his 

disciples. In the gospel of John, this teaching follows Jesus serving all of them 

by washing their feet. 

 Which would you rather be- a servant or a master? 

 

 What are some areas in your life you get to be the greatest? Sports, 

academics, video games, art… 

 

 Was Jesus telling them they could never be good at anything? 

 

 How can you be great at something and really successful and still be the 

servant or “the least”? 

 

 

SEND THEM IN HOPE 
 

Put it into action: 

 What are some things you would like to do as a group to increase your 

serving together?  

 Let us know! Communicate with a paragraph and picture back to the 

church office so we can know more about your work youth@gloriadeistpaul.org 

 

Write down your plan and keep it with you. Refer to it in the coming weeks. 

 

Weekly Challenge: Pick three people off the list that you are going to serve this 

week. Look for ways you can serve them and reach out to them.   

 

 

 


