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Lent invites us to grow in faith and deepen our connections to
God’s word and our baptismal calling. This year, we’ve been
considering how we are shaped by Gloria Dei’s Guiding
Principles. Each week, we’ve reflected on ways we practice or
focus on one of our principles. Some people have been posting
on our Facebook Page (Lent 2019 - Gloria Dei's Guiding
Principles), and some have been using the small cards we
distribute during our worship services. Here are some of the
reflections we’ve shared:
Claire Hoyum shares: The children of the
church where I worship in Charleston go
forward for the children's sermon with
coins to add to the pickle jar "for folks in a
pickle." At the end of the children's
sermon, the pastor says, "Go in peace;
serve those in need," and the whole
congregation responds enthusiastically,
"Thanks be to God!"
Continued on page 4
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Stepping Out
by Pastor Bradley Schmeling

Dear Friends,
In the last couple of years, I’ve sometimes
chosen to preach from the steps in front of the
altar instead of the pulpit. I don’t do it every time
I preach because it’s a lot of work to memorize
the sermon. Some weeks, I have the time.
Others, I just don’t have the extra hours on
Saturday afternoon and early Sunday morning.
The first time I did it, the content of the sermon
called for a more heart-to-heart approach.
I don’t remember the bible text for the day, but I
remember thinking, “I just want to talk to them
from my heart. I don’t want to be the biblical and
theological authority. I want to be close, because we’re all in this together.” So I stepped
out of our big, scary pulpit to connect with you
more directly.

God and to one another, all of us living out our
faith in a complex world.
From the congregational feedback at the meeting with the architect in November, I know you
feel that way, too. We all hope to worship in a
way that connects us to God and to one another.
Our worship service isn’t understood as our own
private experience of spirituality but a communal
expression of the Spirit of Jesus. When we
gather in the sanctuary, we become the body of
Christ, all parts of a whole, all equally love,
valued, and given gifts for the sake of the
church. In fact, the most important symbol in the
worship space isn’t the cross or the altar or pulpit
or font, but the gathered assembly.

I’ve been re-reading a document that was put
together right before the “cranberry” hymnal
Preaching has changed over the decades. Many came out. It has some principles to keep in mind
of us remember when the sermon was, indeed, when you’re building or renewing a worship
the authoritative word. Before we moved to
space. (Principles for Worship, http://tinyurl.com/
weekly communion, the sermon took up most of ELCAPrinciplesforWorship). Here are some of
the hour. It was truly a biblical, ethical,
the ones that jumped out at me as I’ve thought
theological, pastoral exposition of a biblical text. about my experience as a preacher in our
Those were the days when no one would think of sanctuary.
calling the pastor by his (usually “his”) first name.
Pastors, at that time, often led by decree.
S.2 The place of worship expresses the church’s
faith and serves God’s mission.
In my own ministry, I can’t recall a time when
people called me Pastor Schmeling. I’ve always S-9B [The pulpit] visually expresses the authority
of the word of God without overly elevating the
been Pastor Bradley. Truth be told, I’m grateful
reader or preacher or separating them from the
for the change. I’d rather be one of the
priesthood of all believers, with a particular call- congregation.
ing to proclaim good words and preside at
S-17B Christian hospitality is reflected in the
communion and baptism, than have the #1
authority over all church matters. Our notions of attention a community gives to making its space
physically accessible and welcoming to persons
community life have changed. I personally
believe that the ordination of woman has
of all ages and abilities.
changed the role. We’re organizing ourselves
S-19 Flexibility of space and portability of
less hierarchically, and more connectedly. We
focus on building community and having a
furniture facilitate the variations of worship as
shared experience of life-giving celebration on
well as related activities of congregation and
Sunday morning. The sermon connects us to
community.
Continued on page 4

2

Gloria Dei Guide

September
April 2019
2018

Vacation Bible School Registration is Open
by Kyrstin Schwartz

Guess what?! As I type this article, we have more than 100 students
signed up for Vacation Bible School this summer and it is still 3 months
away!
This is an awesome testament to the amazing program that Gloria Dei
has built. This year we are connecting with 5 other churches in a variety
of ways for our Vacation Bible School program that will run June 17-21.
We are partnering with Central Presbyterian, House of Hope
Presbyterian, Pilgrim Lutheran and Immanuel Lutheran to host an afternoon option for our 2nd-6th Graders. We'll also be sharing supplies with
St. Anthony Park Lutheran as they are doing the same VBS program the
following week. Our registrations include children that attend Gloria Dei
as well as 10 other local churches! What a beautiful example of all
denominations coming together to have fun and teach our children
about God.
Gloria Dei member Becky Deimel remarks: "I have been lucky enough
to be on the leadership team for Gloria Dei’s VBS program for the last
seven years. Every year the kids are so excited about God and the
message they are hearing about God’s love and presence in their lives,
that they leave singing and sharing what they did with the people in their
lives. Often asking what the next year’s theme is before this year is
even done!"
Our theme this year is "Life is Wild. God is Good!" I am excited to get to
know so many children from Gloria Dei as well as from the community
and our neighborhood.
If you haven't registered yet I encourage you to do so soon to avoid
being on a waiting list. We are also looking for youth and adult
volunteers! Contact Kyrstin with any questions.
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Stepping Out from page 2

S-22 The whole community of faith is involved in
the process of designing and creating a new or
renewed worship space.
S-25 The renewal of a space for worship is an
opportunity for the renewal of a worshipping
community.
I’m not sure how this process will conclude, or
where I’ll end up standing to speak to you about
God’s deep love and grace. But I can tell you

now, that the Holy Spirit is already at work in the
conversations, drawings, and meetings that are
happening. We may not know where any of the
pastors will speak, but we do know that God is
speaking and leading us. That always gives me
hope.
Peace and love,
Bradley

Guiding Principles from page 1

John Stendahl considered what it means to be
Rooted in Compassion: I see compassion in
our church volunteers distributing food at
Francis Basket, giving extra money in the 2nd
offering for charity, filling backpacks with food
for hungry kids on the weekend, visiting
homebound members to name a few.
Susan Davis-Ali reflects on our invitation to be
Rooted in Love: A friend of mine is showing
love by accepting my help with such grace
during her chemo therapy. It’s easy to be a
generous giver and so much harder to be a
generous receiver. Her ability to accept my help
with an open heart reminds me how
connected all God’s children are.

Kyrstin Schwartz observed:
The 4th Graders made cards
for the New Arrival Ministry
and cookies to share with
others last Sunday! A great
example of being generous
of their creativity and sharing
cookies instead of eating
them all up themselves!

Ahna Logan describes being Rooted in
Generosity: Generosity isn’t always monetary.
Sometimes it’s a smile or a hug or helping
another person when you are tired. The
teachers I work along side are some of the most
generous people I know.

Council President Marshall Saunders
contributed: Love, compassion, generosity.
These are all part of our mission at Gloria Dei.
Here is the church council meeting last week.
So many people give up so much of their time to
help fulfill the mission of our church.
How about you? Where are the Guiding
Principles inspiring you? Join the discussion.
We invite you to share with us how these
principles call you into deeper faith or inspire
you into a sense of God’s call. Send us an
email, fill out a cards you’ll find at worship, or
submit a response on our Facebook Page.
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Preserving Gloria Dei History
by Audrey Johnson

Have you noticed something missing from the Gathering Place? The old display turn-style that
displayed photographs of Gloria Dei’s Confirmation classes has been replaced. This project was
tackled by one of Gloria Dei’s long time members, Beverly Mayer who joined Gloria Dei in 1963.
She can also be found in the office several days a week answering phones, helping with bulletins,
and other various tasks. I spoke with Beverly about this project that she has recently finished.
Q: When did the idea come up to remove the
old turn-style?
A: The project was planned over a year
ago but we never got around to it until this
spring. Jeanne Hanson, Gloria Dei’s
Administrator asked me to take on the project since I have done scrapbooking before.
Q: What steps were taken to get the
pictures off the turn-style and into the
books?
A: That’s a good question. We started
taking them off, but some of them were
starting to tear. I tried cutting them out,
and finally we separated each board from
the turn style. Photos were taken of each
class and special scrapbooking adhesive
used.
Q: How did you know the names of the
people in the pictures? Where was that
information from?
A: We keep several books that include
baptisms, marriages, deaths and also
confirmations. All of this information has
been handwritten in these journals over
the years and Jeanne transcribed them for
each class photo.
Q: How long did the project take you?
A: The entire project took about 2 weeks.
Once I got on a roll, the project went very
quickly.

Q: Are you, your children, or your
grandchildren in the books? What
about any other relatives?
A: My children – Rene Cummings
Scearcy and Todd Cummings, and
grandchildren Brian and Tammy Steiner
and Lauren and Alec Cummings (Alex is
due to be confirmed this year). No other
relatives but I have six High School classmates pictured in the year 1947. I am not
pictured as I went to Redeemer Lutheran
and was not yet a member of Gloria Dei.
Q:What do you think members will
think or feel about the new books?
A: Personally, I think they will be
delighted. Placing them on the Library
Table in the Gathering Place makes them
accessible to everyone and preserves an
important piece of Gloria Dei history.
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Financial Update
Capital Fund Information

Holy Week Schedule
Join us for worship throughout the church’s
most dramatic and moving worship services of
the year. Half-hour Children’s Worship Services
helps teach our children about the excitement
of these special nights.
Maundy Thursday, April 18
On Maundy Thursday, the church ritually acts out its
core values, announcing the forgiveness of sins,
practicing humble service, praying for the “least of
these,” and sharing a meal around Christ’s table.

12:00 p.m. Traditional Liturgy
5:00 p.m. Children’s Maundy Thursday
Experience
7:00 p.m. Community Meal and Worship
RSVP here or contact the church
office.
Good Friday, April 19
We gather as a community of friends
at the foot of the cross to hear the Passion story
and to carry our burdens to the cross.

12:00 p.m. Solidarity Prayer at the Cross

Contributions YTD

$58, 360

Monthly mortgage payments

$18,752

Capital Improvement Cost
Year-to-Date

$29,608

Balance in Capital Accounts
February 28, 2019
Mortgage Balance
February 28, 2019

$360,289
$2,733,984

Operating Information, Feb 28
Total Offerings

$122,628

Ahead(Behind)

($4,206)

Total Income

$134,016

Total Expenses

$109,017

Net for the Month
Total Year-to-Date Offerings
Ahead(Behind)

$24,919
$248,096
($4,303)

Total YTD Income

$270,745

Total YTD Expenses

$234,704

Net for the Current Year

$36,041

Meet at Fort Snelling Light Rail Station to pray for immigrants
and their families.

5:00 p.m. Children’s Good Friday Experience
7:00 p.m. Traditional Liturgy
Easter Vigil, April 20
This night is the center of our year, the most
dramatic and beautiful celebration of Easter.

5:00 p.m. Children’s Easter Vigil Experience
7:00 p.m. Traditional Vigil
Easter Day, April 21
Festival Holy Communion with brass, choirs,
and all the glory of Easter.

Our Mission
By God’s grace, we are called to be a caring,
healing and welcoming community who proclaim
and celebrate the love of Jesus Christ, live as
God’s servants and seek justice for all people.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
700 Snelling Avenue South
St. Paul, MN 55116
651-699-1378
6

