
Information regarding Organ Selection 

What is the recommendation of the Gloria Dei Organ Committee? 

After 4 ½ years of study, the committee has unanimously concluded and recommended to the 

Council that Gloria Dei enter into an agreement with organ builder Orgues Letourneau of Saint-

Hyacinthe, Quebec that would lead to the ultimate acquisition of a repurposed and rebuilt 

instrument that would incorporate our existing antiphonal organ.  The instrument is a 1959 

Casavant that was removed from Woodgreen United Church in Toronto shortly before that 

building was demolished in 2016.  It is currently in storage at the Letourneau facility in Quebec. 

 

Why did the committee reach this conclusion?  

Central to this recommendation is the committee’s strongly held belief that a well-functioning 

pipe organ is essential to the richness of the worship life of Gloria Dei today and well into the 

future. The organ provides a versatility and breadth of musical expression that no other 

instrument can provide.  It also builds community as the people of God sing together in worship 

and we invite our neighbors to experience the beauty and majesty of an excellent instrument in 

recitals and concerts. 

 

Did the committee discuss other options? 

Yes.  Over the course of many months, the committee considered, discussed and researched other 

options including developing different musical direction without an organ; continuing to repair 

the existing instrument; and contracting for the construction of a new instrument from a reputable 

organ builder.  Ultimately guided by the principles of integrity, responsibility and cost-

effectiveness, the committee reached its conclusion that acquiring a high-quality instrument from 

another setting that has been rebuilt and repurposed by a reputable organ builder was the most 

appropriate option for Gloria Dei. 

 

What is the cost of the instrument? 

This instrument, as repurposed, rebuilt, and expanded with approximately one-third new 

pipework, is proposed by Letourneau at a cost slightly under $1 million.  This cost would include 

the revoicing and renovation of the existing antiphonal organ.  This cost does not include any 

required electrical upgrades.  A brand new instrument of this size and flexibility would likely cost 

at least 40% more. 

The congregation will be asked at the October 15, 2018 special meeting to approve the 

expenditure of $20,000 to secure the instrument for Gloria Dei.  There are sufficient funds in the 

organ fund to cover this cost.  This expenditure does not commit the congregation to the organ 

project.  There will be a meeting of the congregation in the spring of 2019 that will seek the 

congregation’s approval for the full organ project. 

What is Orgues Letourneau? 

Orgues Letourneau is an organ builder of the highest reputation located in Quebec.  

Representatives have visited Gloria Dei to better understand our needs and met with the organ 

committee.  Tim Strand has visited their facility and seen the Casavant instrument in storage.  The 

organ committee also considered three other highly recognized organ builders but concluded that 

Letourneau best understood the needs of Gloria Dei while being very responsive to addressing 

our questions and concerns. Letourneau has recently entered into a contract with Colonial Church 

of Edina to rebuild its aging Moller instrument. 



Will this new instrument require the relocation of pipes in the chancel? 

Yes.  Letourneau, as well as the other organ builders under consideration and our artistic and 

technical consultants, have concluded that in order to achieve the desired and maximum 

performance of the instrument the pipes cannot remain in the cramped space of the existing 

chamber. 

 

What will the chancel look like when the pipes are relocated? 

Letourneau has an architect on staff that will prepare architectural drawings for review by Gloria 

Dei.  Obviously, this fits into the larger discussion regarding chancel and sanctuary redesign and 

it will be critical that all the architects work closely together to achieve consistency in the 

integrity of the design and function of the space. 

Please direct any questions to Organ Committee Co-chairs David Soli davidsoli999@gmail.com or 

Gordon Braatz gbraatz@comcast.net . 
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