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2017 STEWARDSHIP 
 

Our Generosity Transforms the World!  
We celebrate all that God has given and acknowledge all that God is calling us to 
do as we commit to growing in our support of Gloria Deiôs ministry in 2017  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Come celebrate how your generosity transforms the world! 
You are invited to breakfast to kick off this yearôs stewardship efforts. 

Sunday, October 9, 2016. Line for breakfast opens at 9:00 a.m.  Program begins at 9:45 a.m.   
RSVP by October 5th: www.gloriadeistpaul.org 

 

Sunday School children are invited to Mr. Normôs Magic Comedy Show in the Gathering 

Place while the adults have their program in the Fellowship Hall.  Families are invited to go through 
the line first so that the kids can be dismissed to the show. 
 

New this year: Two pledges, each for a one-year commitment. If you have pledged for the building 
in the past, we invite you to continue to give at the same or increased levels. Instead of three-year 
campaigns, we are moving to an annual appeal to pay for recent restoration work and to move 
forward on other projects that need to be completed. 
 

Your pledge to the Operating Budget supports our mission to care, heal, welcome, and 
do justice. These gifts support our staff, the programmatic ministry, as well as our gifts to the synod 
and national church. 

 
Your pledge to the Capital Budget supports the ongoing mission for our building. Next 
year, we hope to complete work on the steeple, repair plaster, and finish landscape work. Our building 
is an integral part of our mission. It provides a space for us to be inspired and transformed. We share 
space with many community groups that are doing work that helps our city and neighborhood. 

 

Thank you for your generosity!                                           

https://gloriadeistpaul.wufoo.com/forms/free-stewardship-breakfast-october-9/


нннннн 2нннннннннн  2 

"ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÉÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 3ÈÁ×ÌÓ   

 

On October 16, at both services, we will have on display in the sanctuary samples of the 
quilts and shawls that have been made this year.  We will honor and  bless our members 
who create then and the quilts and shawls themselves. 
 
Quilting Ministry:  Every Thursday from 9:00 till noon, twelve to thirteen quilters regularly 
meet in room 100 to cut, piece, sew and tie quilts. So far this year they made 70 quilts, 
most of which were sent to Lutheran World Relief.  The most recent batch went to 
Tanzania.  Three of their handmade quilts were donated to the Green Lake Bible Camp 
Auction where they brought in $1,000 for the camp.  Some of the quilts have been given to 
people in the community.  
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Prayer shawls are simple knitted rectangles or triangles with an 
attached prayer that are given to people who especially need prayer and 
comfort.   Members of Gloria Dei knit prayer shawls at home when it is convenient for them, 
and then donate the shawls to church.  When needed, our pastors or parish nurse 
give shawls to congregation members who are experiencing major illness or who are 
grieving the loss of a family member, etc.  The hope is that people are comforted by the 
prayers woven into each shawl and that they feel the love of God and the entire Gloria Dei 
congregation wrapped around them!  This year 28 shawls were donated at Prayerful 
Knitters meetings, in addition to an unknown number that were anonymously donated by at-
home knitters.  Hand-knit hats, mittens and other winter accessories were also donated to 
Highland Elementary School.   
 
Prayerful Knitters is an informal group who meets at church the first Thursday of every 
month from 6:30 - 8:00. We gather around the fireplace, drink coffee, talk and knit prayer 
shawls. A candle is lit, we hear a short prayer and have 5 minutes of silence.  On average, 
around 10 knitters attend, a combination of Gloria Dei members and community members.  
 
Both groups  welcome experienced as well as beginning 
knitters or quilters who want to learn.  If you are 
interested in joining either of these ministries contact 
your parish nurse at janetb@gloriadeistpaul or 651-699-
1378 and she will give your name to Camille Kouri for 
Prayer Shawls, and Millie Hartleben and Connie 
Anderson for quilting.k 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janetb@gloriadeistpaul.org
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We invite our neighbors at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

And Holy Spirit Catholic Church to enjoy your  

coffee hour with us on October 16, 2016 

From 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Come for the grand tour, beverages and seasonal 

goodies. Please RSVP to 651 363-6040 
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Itôs been a busy year at Gloria Dei!  Last year, our building and property were in much flux 

while long needed repairs were made to address the deterioration of some areas of the 

building due to water intrusion.  And now we drive by our church with pride as we see our 

beautiful new landscaping and rain gardens and our redesigned and freshly resurfaced 

parking lot.  There is much to celebrate as we have accomplished this work together.  While 

this work was progressing, the organ committee has continued to work on addressing the 

increasing need to look ahead at necessary repairs and rebuilding of our pipe organ.   

 

Our current pipe organ dates back to 1964, with the addition of the antiphonal division 

above the balcony in 1975.  While the pipes themselves can last and function beautifully for 

hundreds of years (one need only visit the magnificent cathedrals and churches of Europe 

with their stunning instruments to see how they continue to inspire awe and majesty in 

worship), the components which support the pipes in their speaking ï wood, leather, 

electrical technologies ï do tend to break down and need necessary updating and repairs 

over time.  Our Moller pipe organ still fills our sanctuary with beautiful sound each week, 

however, it is the electrical elements which are deteriorating with most rapid decline.  Think 

of those appliances in your homes which you depend on every day ï refrigerators, ovens, 

washers and dryers.  How many of us have appliances with 1964 electrical components still 

functioning effectively and efficiently today?  While many of these 1964 electrical 

technologies are still supporting our beautiful pipe organ some 52 years later, many of them 

are breaking down with increasing frequency and will continue to do so at an ever 

increasing rate.  This has required increasing calls to the organ repair technicians, greatly 

increased maintenance costs and in some instances, the inability to use much of the organ 

when things are broken down.  Yet another major electrical problem has just recently 

surfaced (rendering one of the major coupling functions unusable) and the technicians will 

be here next week to hopefully find its cause and repair it. 

 

Music and congregational singing has always played a central role in worship at Gloria Dei.  

The sanctuary was designed with a beautiful acoustic which greatly supports singing.  And 

the pipe organ supports this singing in a way that is unmatched, earning the pipe organ its 

title as the ñking of instruments.ò  One article has compared the sonic capabilities of the 

pipe organ to that of a large orchestra, and that if a congregation were to pay for a large 

orchestra for its services every week, a million dollar pipe organ would easily pay for itself 

in a year!  And when a beautiful pipe organ is well maintained, it can serve a congregation 

for generations adding beauty and awe to our continuous cycle of Sunday and holiday 

worship services, weddings, and funerals. 

 

As an organ committee, we are researching what will be the best way to move ahead to 

repair and rebuild our pipe organ, so that it can continue to fill our sanctuary with song and 

praise.  As we do our work as a committee, we will be updating you on our process through 

regular adult forums and Guide articles.  It is exciting to dream about what we can 

accomplish together to insure that our sanctuary continues to be alive with living, breathing, 

and ever new songs! 

4ÈÅ Ȱ3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÒÇÁÎȱ         /ÒÇÁÎ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ ɀ 4ÉÍ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȟ -ÕÓÉÃ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
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Walking the Labyrinth to Explore Life's Transitions 
  

One September morning I threw on a jean jacket, as I headed out the door for my morning 
walk, but soon I removed it. Underneath the early morning coolness, I felt warmer 
temperatures announcing themselves. Once 
home, however, the skies darkened, and the 
air coming in through the windows seemed 
cooler. I wondered what the day would 
become. Would we reach the predicted 77 
degrees, and if so, is that the 77 of summer 
months or the 77 of fall months? There is a 
difference, you know. 
 
These are days of transition. We stand on the 
threshold between summer and fall and fall 
into winter. True, the trees seem a deeper, denser green than they did a couple months 
ago, but that morning I saw no sign of reds or oranges or golds yet. Lawns and gardens had 
that overgrown look to them, almost tired, saying, ñWe have done our job, folks. It is time to 
put us to bed.ò There was still enjoyment to be gleaned from them, however, and frost had 
not yet been predicted. 
 
True, we had turned off the air conditioning the last few nights, but it was certainly possible 
we would need it again for a night or two.  And true, apples and squash filled the market 
and making soup sounded delectable, but the ice cream truck still made an occasional 
sweep through neighborhood. 
 
Now as we enter October, however, we are more aware of the transition between fall and 
winter, and this past summer is almost a distant memory. Soon pumpkins will almost melt in 
on themselves, thanks to frosty nights, and pots of mums will brown and lose their previous 
intensity of color. Instead, Christmas decorations will begin to appear. Greens in window 
boxes. Lights on trees. Even an artificial Christmas tree on a front porch where pumpkins 
still march up the stairs. 
 
As we move through the year, we sense we are not quite done with the present  season, 
but the next season tempts us. We treasure and exalt Thanksgiving as a holiday that 
demands little of us except turkey and mashed potatoes and offers us a chance to express 
gratitude for our many blessings, but at the same time, we feel the urgency of Christmas 
looming ahead in a countdown of shopping days. 
 
Yes, the seasons mark the natural rhythm of life, prompting us to note what has been left 
undone from the previous season, but also pointing us to the possibilities of the coming 
season. 
 
We notice the movement in our lives in other ways, as well. Birthdays and anniversaries. 
Graduations. Changes in locations and jobs. Health concerns and losses of loved ones. 
Sometimes the past seems more appealing no matter how ready we may feel we are to 
leave it or how hard we worked to make that happen. The future now may seem risky or  

4ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÒ 3ÏÕÌ &ÏÒ Á 3ÔÒÏÌÌ 
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empty or just like too much work. Or perhaps the opposite happens. The future looks bright 
and shiny.  ñThis fall I will....ò or ñWhen winter is over I plan to....ò 
 
Simply put, being in some kind of transition is an ongoing fact of life. A reassuring fact, 
however, for how many times in our life have we crossed a threshold successfully? 
Therefore, we might as well get friendly with the presence of transition.   Let's not move 
from point A to B without learning something about who we are and what standing on a  
 
threshold can teach us. Let's use these ñsacred rights of way,ò as Sarah Ban Breathnach 
refers to transition times of life, to deepen our conversation with our own being. 
 
You are invited to spend an afternoon exploring the transitions in your life, using the 
labyrinth as a spiritual tool. Join the Turning The Page: Creating Your Third Chapter 
Planning Team on Tuesday, October 18 from 1:30-3:30 in the Gathering Space for an 
afternoon of reflection and connection. To register, contact Nancy Agneberg, 
nagneberg48@gmail.com 608/698-8100 by Friday, October 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nagneberg48@gmail.com
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On  Sunday, October 9 all children are invited to Mr. Normôs Magical Comedy Show during 
the Sunday School Hour!  See The Good News of Jesus in a whole new way!  God is SO 
Good! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children and Family Ministry is blessed with over 200 children in our Sunday School.  A 

highlight of our program is the ñFamilies of Faithò class.  ñFamilies of Faithò is a series of 

faith formation events for children and parents, all of which culminate in worship.  These 

events bring together children and their parents to investigate and talk about faith.  Here is 

the schedule for upcoming classes: 

October 2  Pre-Kindergarten Letôs Pray Together! 

November 6  Third Grade  Godôs Word for You! 

November 20 Second Grade  Caring for Godôs Gifts! 

February 12  First Grade  Letôs Worship Together! 

March 12  Fourth Grade  Given for You! (Communion) 

May 7  Fifth/Six Grade Gifted for Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families of Faith  
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Why do we attend worship?  Specifically, why do we choose Gloria Dei?  How does our 
Hope in Recovery ministry reflect the values that bring us here?   Continually seeking 
answers to these challenging questions, the Hope in Recovery team is off and running  
into a new program year.  We share our faith, experience, strength, and hope in 
confronting the challenges associated with the cunning, baffling family disease of 
addiction.   We seek to end the stigma of addiction through conversation, education, 
compassion, and advocacy.   The operative word in our ministry is HOPE. 
 
HOPE is one of the main reasons many of us choose public worship:  HOPE for 
knowledge about who God is and how God shows up in the world, for a more loving and 
just world, for solutions to problems we are powerless to fix.  Gloria Dei lives into that 
HOPE, reflecting Christôs love through its teaching of Godôs Word, hospitality, 
inclusiveness, and commitment to social justice.  The Hope in Recovery team is one part 
of this lifelong spiritual journey.   
 
We welcome your faith, experience, strength, hope, and questions.  Join us the second 
Tuesday of each month (except November due to the election) from 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m.  
The next meeting is Tuesday, October 11.  For more information please email Daniel 
Maurer at:  danthestoryman@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sketch & Write  The new evening Sketch & Write will launch on Wednesday, October 
5 at 6 p.m. and continue on the first Wednesday of the month. This is a time to get 
together informally to draw, paint or write in the company of others (no formal 
discussion). If you're interested, just show up in room 99 (near the gym). If you want to 
receive e-mail updates and occasional links about art and writing, contact Susan 
Gangl susan.gangl@gmail.com  
 

Science, spiritualityé.and romance! 
Gloria Deiôs Faith and Science Discussion Group hosts a screening of the film Contact on 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. The film stars Jodie Foster as an astrophysicist searching for 
life in other galaxies and Matthew McConaughey as a Christian philosopher. When their 
paths intersect they delve deeper into why they hold their core beliefs. They also explore 
their possibilities as a couple. Free popcorn, beverages and discussion will follow the 
film, which is based on a book by Carl Sagan. 

 
The Saint Paul Area Synod chapter of the Women of the ELCA has many 

exciting and interesting things happening, and good information to share! Hereôs a link to 
more information Bridges Fall 2016 Quarterly Synod Newsletter for Women 
 

    (ÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ  /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςπρφ                             ,ÉÚÚÉÅ 3ÔÏÆÆÅÒÁÈÎ  

     !ÒÔȟ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ %ÖÅÎÔÓ  

mailto:susan.gangl@gmail.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/bf74ce3a001/d5c8e7ea-bd0d-43e9-900a-8d7aa3ca9a2a.pdf
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 By Godôs grace,  

we are called to be a  

caring, healing and  

welcoming community  

who proclaim and  

celebrate the love of  

Jesus Christ,  

live as Godôs servants  

and seek justice for 

 all people.  

Capital Fund Information 

Contributions Year to Date    $    255,020 

Monthly mortgage payments    Interest Only 

Capital Improvement Costs  
Year-to-Date                $ 1,257,632 
 
Balance in Capital Accounts 

August 31, 2016     $   276,405 

Mortgage Balance 

August 31, 2016                         $2,711,996 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Operating Information                August 31, 2016 

Total offerings      $      79,767 

Ahead (Behind)                              ($       8,268) 

Total Income     $      97,022 

Total Expenses     $    118,638 

Net for Month                                  ($     21,646) 

 

Total YTD Offerings     $    725,213 

Ahead (Behind)                  ($          176)  

Total YTD Income                 $    884,629 

Total YTD Expenses                        $    864,638 

Net for Current Year                                      $     19,991 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ                         .ȅ WŜŀƴƴŜ IŀƴǎƻƴΣ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ  

 

Interested in learning more about Lyngblomsten  Lyngblomsten has activities, 

learning and volunteer opportunities.  If you would like to keep up with news at 
Lyngblomsten, subscribe to their publications here or ask Janet to put you on their mailing 
list. 

 
Broken Hallelujahs: Learning to Grieve the Big and Small Losses of Life 
Saturday, October 8, 10:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. How do we stay open to God, ourselves, and 
others when so many things hurt us and shut us down to  life? Beth A Slevcove, author of 
Broken Hallelujahs: Learning to Grieve the Big and Small Losses of Life, will lead us in a 
workshop focused on opening to the sacred joy-filled, grief-enriched journey of life. FIND 
OUT MORE AND REGISTER AT: BrokenHallelujahs.eventbrite.com.  Tickets: $35. Cost 
includes lunch. Lake Nokomis Presbyterian Church, 1620 East 46th Street, Minneapolis, 
MN 55407. 

 

 &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ                                                *ÅÁÎÎÅ (ÁÎÓÏÎȟ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ 

http://lfou.convio.net/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1440

